LIVING BIOGRAPHIES OF FAMOUS AMERICANS

McVickers was his leading lady, playing Juliet to his Romeo,
The following June Mary became the second Mrs. Booth, and
from that time forward until her death played Xantippe to
his Socrates. From the first moment of their marriage it was
apparent that Mary was not balanced mentally, and that time
would not improve her condition. Mary's unbalance manifested
itself most violently in jealousy and in persecution of Edwin. So
unreasonable was she in her jealous rages, that she refused to
allow Edwin to be attended by his usual dresser. She insisted on
performing that task herself, that no one might be near him.
Edwin's only escape was on the stage. Mary waited for him in
the wings, watching; and on Edwin's exits she was ready with
her vicious tirade. Mary's jealousy included even Edwina, whose
life she made unbearable with petty persecution in Edwin's ab-
sence.

The first season of the new theater was a brilliant success. But
in the second, Edwin was forced to admit that business was not
his metier. The venture went steadily into the red, and Edwin
took once more ta barnstorming. For three years he toured the
states, and the fabulous sums he earned were poured into the
ever widening maw of the hungry theater. Tired and discouraged,
Edwin withdrew from the management of the theater; but his
successor met with little more success. A year after the change,
Edwin went through bankruptcy.

Once more he ventured to England. He found great satisfac-
tion in playing, this time, with Irving, and would have liked to
remain. But several events were to cut short his stay. England,
on this second appearance, gave him a secure place in her esteem.
But Mary was growing worse. Added to her mental instability,
Mary had developed consumption of the lungs and throat.
Edwin's gentleness led him to refer to his wife in kind phrases.
"Poor Mary was never right," he said. "Her brain was too great
for her fragile body, and both are now wearing out* The end is
near." Of his departure from England he spoke wistfully. "As